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Editor: Lon Rutkofske                   April-May 2024            Vol. 43 Number 3                    
The Port Huron Chess Club meets Thursdays, except holidays, from 6:30-10:00 PM, at Palmer Park Recreation Center, 2829 Armour 

Street, (NE corner of Garfield Street and Gratiot Ave…1 mile North of the Blue Water Bridge) Port Huron, Michigan. Everyone is 

welcome. All equipment provided. Email: PtHuronChessClub@aol.com or Website: http://porthuronchessclub.yolasite.com 
Jude Acers Revisited: 
One of the most memorable events marking the path toward the development and nurturing of the Port Huron 
Chess Club, especially prevalent during the Fischer years, turned out to be its first simultaneous exhibition with 
an aspiring master from San Francisco (Later of New Orleans) named Jude Acers. 

 

 

 

Chess Chatter 
 

Newsletter of the Port Huron Chess Club 
 

Local Chess Buffs See How it’s Done – 
by Ron Bonnett, Reporter for the Port Huron Times Herald-1972 

He moves very rapidly…round and round the circuit…when he steps in front of your chess board, you make your 
move…he makes his and moves on. 

The big difference is that he deliberates mere seconds per board, while you are allowed to ponder your move until 
his next arrival. The only trouble is that he rarely makes the move you expect him to make, and “falls for” nothing. His name 

is Jude Acers (pronounced like the land measurement). At 29 years of age he is a senior chess master, (from San Francisco) 
and is currently, the holder of the world record for simultaneous play (a match in which one person plays many opponents 
at the same time). 

Sunday night he was in Port Huron giving a rapid-fire lecture on chess and playing 32 enthusiasts at Port Huron 
Central High School. In the last several days Acers has played nearly 400 games in simultaneous exhibitions in two states. 
Needless to say, he has won nearly all of them. Sunday night he won 27, lost two and drew three. Most of the players were 
from the Chess Club, co-sponsor, along with the Port Huron Recreation Department, of Acers’ appearance. He began his 

exhibition with a lecture on how, in his opinion, a player can greatly improve his game through study of four inexpensive 
books, all of which can be purchased for less than $8 (Keep in mind this was in 1972! - ed.) Sunday’s presentation included 
variations of a game Acers called the finest ever played. Working his way through the game on a large demonstration board, 
he explained the moves step by step so that even the weakest player could gain knowledge and enjoyment, more and more. 

Following the 45-minute lecture, play began and lasted some four hours until the last man had been checkmated. 
Along the way Acers exemplified a spirit of play that has made him probably the most popular of the touring professionals. 
His love of the game shows. He does not play to see you squirm, as Bobby Fischer seemingly does, but plays a friendly, 

sportsmanlike game so that when the time to resign arrives, (for me, at the 38th move) the experience has been extremely 
worthwhile. Although Acers concedes that chess will someday make him a millionaire – he recently signed a television lecture 
contract that will bring him $230,000 this year – he evidently does not play for money alone. Last year his nationwide tour 
of 132 exhibitions across the country included many gratis exhibitions in hospitals, prisons, and grade schools. 

His greatest delight seems to be the promotion of chess as a pastime for all ages. Following Sunday’s games, Acers 
kibitzed with players and spectators and signed autographs even though the hour was late. As far as his own game is 

concerned, Acers is determined to move into international prominence a soon as possible. He travels with suitcases full of 
chess books, including Russian chess magazines which he reads and translates easily, having studied the language while in 
college. 

He has won more than 150 tournaments in his career, and in the past 100 games against grandmasters, masters 
and experts, Acers has lost only once. Included in his competition was a four-game match he drew with International 
Grandmaster Walter Browne of Australia. As Acers pointed out in his lecture, he is a good example that almost anyone can 
learn to play master chess. 

An orphan, he decided in 1961, after losing several games, to devote his life to chess and become as proficient as 
possible. In only a few  years he attained a master rating and in 1968 set the current world record for simultaneous play – 
he faced 114 players at one time and beat them all. 

Ranked among the top 10 chess players in America, Acers is riding the crest of the current chess mania sweeping 
the country. From Port Huron, he was to travel to New York to begin taping his television series. Then it will be back on the 
road for more exhibitions. (Ron Bonnett hosted Jude during his stay in Port Huron.) 
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What rekindled interest in Jude Acers was the attached article in the April 2024 issue of Chess Life. As a founding 
member of the PHCC, a high school history teacher, and chess magazine editor always in search of newsworthy 
stories, this particular piece struck a nostalgic chord begging for release. Thanks to Editor of Chess Life, John 
Hartman, who graciously granted me permission to reproduce the following article for our members. 

"If you are not already a US Chess member receiving Chess Life  on a 
monthly basis, go to uschess.org and click on the "join" button." 

Who is this Man Fischer, Anyhow? – Article by Ron Bonnett, Times Herald Reporter. 

Senior chess master, Jude Acers moves quickly from board to board Sunday at a simultaneous chess exhibition against 32 local 

enthusiast at Port Huron Central High School. Ranked one of the top 10 players in the country (1972), Acers provided players and 

spectators with a presentation they will not soon forget. Players facing Acres on one of the four sides, left to right, Norm McLeod, John 

Haacke, Dan Thomas, Ron Bonnett, Brian Wilson, Floyd Hoag and Lon Rutkofske, all members of the Port Huron City Chess Club. 

Play lasted four hours. Acers won or drew all but two matches. 
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Members’ Games  

Please send me what you consider your best games, annotated or not, so that I might be able to showcase 

them. The following games represent contests that were available at the time of this printing. Email them to 

me or give them to me personally if you wish. The majority of analyses is done by Fritz 12, unless otherwise 

indicated. [This a reminder of the change in policy in the PHCC Challenge rules: # 14 - Games can be rated by 

the USCF, provided both players are members in good standing with the USCF and agree to have it rated by 

paying in advance to the TD (Lon Rutkofske, or other club official with a valid TD certification card.) of $1.50@ to 

cover rating costs.] Updated Challenge rules will follow below:  

Format and rules for PHCC Challenge System 

I. Purpose:  to provide club members the opportunity to challenge higher rated players on a regular basis to improve and test their skills 

in over-the-board non-tournament competition. 

II. Regulations: (Effective 11-8-2018) 

a. Challenges may be made by any club member on the PHCC rating list under the following circumstances: 

1. Can only be made by a lower rated player only. 

2. Can only be made during club hours and cannot be made after 8:00PM. 

3. Must be played on the same day as the challenge was made, so there can be no advanced challenges. 

4. Both players must be present. 

5. Only one challenge may be made per meeting. 

6. Challenger can only challenge a player that is rated less than 400 points above him on the rating list. 

7. All challenges must be accepted. 

8. No challenge may be made while a participant is involved in a tournament or challenge game. 

9. A clock must be used with the time control of G/60 with 5 second delay; must be recorded by both players and submitted 

to the rating director upon completion of the game. (See Sample Score Sheet on page 2) 

10. All challenge games must comply with current tournament rules of chess as established by the US Chess Federation. 

11. No challenge game may be adjourned, but if an unusual circumstance arises, the club rating director may adjudicate. 

12. No member may be challenged more than one consecutive time by the same challenger. This means that the lower 

rated player cannot challenge the same player two times in a row. He/she must play another match before this can take 

place, but this also means that the higher rated player may be challenged by the same rated player consecutively if he 

has not participated in a match in between challenges within a six- week period. Abuse (I.E: Constant challenges and re-

challenges or other annoying or inconsiderate behavior) must be reported to the Director and he has the option of 

suspending the violator indefinitely from participation in the Challenge system. Disputes will be adjudicated by the 

ratings director, with the advice of other players as he so wishes.  

13. Challenges can take place on the first Thursday of each month, or at any time there is no other tournament or event 

14. scheduled. 

15. Games can be rated by the USCF, provided both players are members in good standing with the USCF and agree to 

have it rated by paying in advance to the TD (Lon Rutkofske, or other club official with a valid TD certification card.) 

of $1.50@ to cover rating costs.  

16. Results will be rated by the PHCC (Using the USCF rating system.) using current PHCC ratings posted at the club and 

will be adjusted as necessary by the club rating director. Changes will also be posted on the club website.

Huso Avdic Games from the Michigan Senior - April 13-14,2024 
 

Haakonstad ,Olaf  - Avdic,Huso (1964) [B23] Closed Sicilian 
2024 MI Senior Champs  Troy (1), 13.04.2024 
1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 Nc6 3.f4 e6 4.Nf3 d5 5.Bb5 Nf6 6.Bxc6+ bxc6 7.d3 Be7 8.0–0 Ba6 9.Qe1 c4 10.e5 Nd7 
11.d4 g6 12.g4 c5 13.Be3 Qc7 14.f5 gxf5 15.gxf5 0–0–0 16.f6 Bf8 17.Kh1 cxd4 18.Bxd4 Bc5 19.Rd1 
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Rhg8 20.Rg1 Bxd4 21.Rxg8 Rxg8 22.Rxd4 Qb6 23.Na4 Qb5 24.b3 cxb3 25.Qc3+ Kd8 26.Rd3 Qxa4 
27.Qxb3 Qxb3 28.Rxb3 Bf1 29.Nd2 Bg2+ 30.Kg1 Be4+ 31.Kf2 Rg2+ 32.Ke3 Bxc2 33.Ra3 d4+ 34.Kxd4 
Rxd2+ 35.Ke3 Rxh2 36.Rxa7 Nxe5 37.Kf4 Nd7 38.Ra8+ Kc7 39.Re8 Rf2+ 40.Kg5 Rf5+ 41.Kh6 Rxf6+ 
0–1 
 
Avdic,Huso (1964) - Bailey,Gregory (1900) [A80] Dutch Defense 
2024 MI Senior Champs Troy (2), 13.04.2024 
1.d4 f5 2.h3 Nf6 3.g4 d5 4.g5 Ne4 5.c4 e6 6.Nf3 Bb4+ 7.Nbd2 Nxg5 8.Ne5 0–0 9.a3 Bd6 10.Ndf3 
Nxf3+ 11.Nxf3 c6 12.Qd3 Nd7 13.Rg1 Kh8 14.Bg5 Be7 15.0–0–0 Nf6 16.Ne5 Ne4 17.Bxe7 Qxe7 
18.Qf3 Bd7 19.e3 Be8 20.Bd3 Qh4 21.Bxe4 Qxe4 22.Qg3 g6 23.f4 dxc4 24.h4 Rc8 25.h5 Rc7 26.hxg6 
Rg7 27.Qh3 Rf6 28.gxh7 Rxh7 29.Qg3 Rf8 30.Rd2 Bh5 (Funny moment…Greg offered draw after 
30.Bh5.?and I declined. Greg won his  first game against Thomas Sloan 2134!) 31.Rh2 Bg4 32.Rxh7+ 
Kxh7 33.Qh4+ Kg7 34.Qg5+ Kh7 35.Qg6+ Kh8 36.Nxg4 1–0 
 
Levi ,Ariel (2130) -  Avdic ,Huso (1964) [E17] Queen’s Indian Defense 
2024 MI Senior Champs   Troy (3), 14.04.2024 
1.c4 Nf6 2.g3 e6 3.Bg2 d5 4.Nf3 Be7 5.0–0 0–0 6.b3 b6 7.Bb2 Bb7 8.cxd5 exd5 9.d4 Nbd7 10.Nc3 
Ne4 11.Rc1 Nxc3 12.Bxc3 Bd6 13.Rc2 Re8 14.Qc1 Nf6 15.Rd1 Ne4 16.Bb2 Qe7 17.Ne5 c5 18.Nd3 
cxd4 19.Bxd4 Rac8 20.Rxc8 Rxc8 21.Qb2 Ba3 22.Qa1 f6 23.Bb2 Bd6 24.Rc1 Rc7 25.Bh3 Nc5 26.Re1 
Qe4 27.Bg2 Qe8 28.Qd1 Re7 29.Nxc5 Bxc5 30.Bxd5+ Kf8 31.Bxb7 Rxb7 32.Qd3 Rd7 33.Qxh7 Rd2 
34.Qh8+ Kf7 35.Qh5+ Kf8 36.Qh8+ Kf7 37.Qh5+ Kf8 38.Qxe8+ Kxe8 39.Bc3 Rc2 40.Ba1 Rxa2 41.Kf1 
a5 42.e3 Bb4 43.Rc1 Kd7 44.Bd4 b5 45.g4 a4 46.bxa4 bxa4 47.Rb1 Be7 48.Rb7+ Ke6 49.Ra7 g5 
50.Ra6+ Kf7 51.Ra7 Ke6 52.Ra6+ Kf7 53.Kg2 a3 54.Ra7 Ke6 55.Ra6+ Kf7 56.Kg3 Rc2 57.Ra7 Ke6 
58.Ra6+ Kf7 59.h3 a2 60.Ra7 Ke6 61.Kf3 Rd2 62.Bc3 Rc2 63.Bd4 Rd2 64.Bc3 Rc2 65.Bd4 Rd2 66.Ba1 
Bd6 67.Ra6 Ke7 68.Ra7+ Ke6 69.Ra6 Ke7 70.Bc3 Rd3 71.Bd4 Rd2 72.Ra7+ Ke6 73.Ra6 Ke7 74.Ba1 
Ke6 75.Bc3 Rd3 76.Bb2 Rd2 77.Rxa2 Rc2 78.Kg2 Rd2 79.Kf1 Rc2 80.Ke1 Bb4+ 81.Kf1 Bd6 82.Kg2 Rd2 
83.Kf3 Rc2 84.Kg2 Rd2 85.Kf1 Rc2 86.Ke1 Bb4+ 87.Kd1 Rd2+ 88.Kc1 Rxf2 89.Ra6+ Ke7 90.Bd4 Bd6 
91.Kd1 Rf3 92.Ke2 Rxh3 93.Bxf6+ Kxf6 94.Rxd6+ Ke5 95.Rg6 Ke4 96.Re6+ Kd5 97.Rg6 Ke4 98.Re6+ 
Kd5 99.Ra6 Rg3 100.Ra5+ Ke4 101.Ra4+ Ke5 102.Kf2 Rh3 103.Ra5+ Ke4 104.Ra4+ Ke5 105.Ke2 Rg3 
106.Kd3 Rg1 107.Ra5+ Kf6 108.Ra6+ Ke5 109.Ra5+ Kf6 110.Ra4 Ke5 111.Rb4 Rg2 112.Rc4 Rg1 
113.Re4+ Kd5 114.Rb4 Ke5 115.Ke2 Rg3 116.Kf2 Rh3 117.Ra4 Rh2+ 118.Kg3 Rh1 119.Ra5+ Kf6 
120.Rf5+ Kg6 121.Rf2 Rg1+ 122.Rg2 Rf1 123.Rf2 Rg1+ 124.Kf3 Kf6 125.Ra2 Rb1 126.Rh2 Rf1+ 
127.Rf2 Rg1 128.Rb2 Ke5 129.Rb5+ Kf6 130.Rf5+ Kg6 131.Rc5 Kf6 132.Rb5 Kg6 133.Rb6+ Kf7 
134.Ra6 Kg7 135.Rd6 Kf7 136.Ra6 Kg7 137.Rb6 Kf7 138.Ke4 Rxg4+ 139.Kf5 Rc4 140.Kxg5 Re4 
141.Rf6+ Ke7 142.Rf3 Ke6 143.Rh3 Ke5 144.Rf3 Ke6 145.Rg3 Ke5 146.Kg6 Rh4 147.Kg5 Re4 148.Rh3 
Ke6 ½–½ (This contest lasted nearly 5 hours!) 
 
Nichols,Anthony (2093) - Avdic,Huso (1964) [A58] Benko/Volga Gambit 
2024 MI Senior Champs    Troy (4), 13.04.2024 
1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 c5 3.d5 b5 4.cxb5 a6 5.bxa6 Bxa6 6.Nc3 d6 7.g3 g6 8.Bg2 Bg7 9.Nf3 0–0 10.0–0 Nbd7 
11.Rb1 Qc7 12.b3 Rfb8 13.h3 Nb6 14.Re1 Bb7 15.e4 Ne8 16.Qc2 Bxc3 17.Qxc3 Rxa2 18.Bh6 Nd7 
19.Nd2 f6 20.f4 Qa5 21.Qxa5 Rxa5 22.b4 Ra2 23.bxc5 Nxc5 24.Nc4 Rba8 25.e5 Rxg2+ [I have 6–7 
minutes on  clock…so tired and offered a draw and Nichols accepted…] ½–½ 
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2024 Calendar of Events: 
First Thursday of Each Month: Free Chess Clinics – 6:30 to 7:00 PM; Private Lessons can be arranged @ $15/person 

per hour; Open play: 7:00 until 10:00 PM. Players wishing to play Challenge matches with longer time controls of G/60 

with 5 sec delay can choose to play match games if they so desire. Participants will be required to follow the rules and 

regulations for Challenge Play (As outlined in Chess Chatter, our website under "Club Member Ratings Lists", or posted 

at the club.) and colors will be selected by lot.  PHCC club ratings will be used. Players should turn their game scores 

into Lon, so he can adjust ratings appropriately and showcase the games in Chess Chatter. Monthly Tournaments will 

be held, usually on the third Thursday of the month - See the events schedule below for specifics! 

May 23 – PHCC Championships Rd. 1 

June 13 – PHCC Championships Rd. 2 

June20th- PHCC Under 1800 Rated Only:  Action Quads (or Mini-Swiss depending on registration) G/10 EF: $5.00 …Prizes based on entries.  A 
minimum of 4 participants will be necessary to hold the event. Please contact Lon via phone or email if you plan to register. Onsite 
registration 6:30-7:00PM - Play begins at 7:00 PM. Prizes: if Quad: 1st = $15; if Mini-Swiss: Based on entries! (Recording games is optional, 
for players that wish to keep score, neither player is required to keep score if either has 5 minutes or less on their clock.) 

July 11 – PHCC Championships Rd. 3 

July 18th - USCF/PHCC Rated Action Quads (or Mini-Swiss depending on registration) G/25 with 3 sec. delay EF: $5.00 …Prizes based on 
entries.  A minimum of 4 participants will be necessary to hold the event. Please contact Lon via phone or email if you plan to register. 
Onsite registration 6:30-7:00PM - Play begins at 7:00 PM. Prizes: if Quad: 1st = $15; if Mini-Swiss: Based on entries! (Recording games is 
optional, for players that wish to keep score, neither player is required to keep score if either has 5 minutes or less on their clock.) 

August 1 – PHCC Championships Rd. 4 

August 22 – PHCC Championships Rd. 5 

September 19th – PHCC Rated Thematic tournament: G/25 with 3 sec. delay EF: $5.00 …Prizes based on entries.  A minimum of 4 
participants will be necessary to hold the event. Please contact Lon via phone or email if you plan to register. Onsite registration 6:30-
7:00PM - Play begins at 7:00 PM. Prizes: if Quad: 1st = $15; if Mini-Swiss: Based on entries! (Recording games is optional, for players that 
wish to keep score, neither player is required to keep score if either has 5 minutes or less on their clock.)Players with the white pieces will 
be playing a game with a  

October 17th PHCC Speed Championships - The Port Huron Chess Club’s 41st Annual Speed Championship Tournament will be held on 
Thursday, October 19th beginning at 7:00 PM. Registrations will determine the number of rounds and prizes. PHCC membership required. 
Entry fee will be $5.00. Please contact Lon if you plan to play. There will be no registrations on-site. If you intend to play, contact Lon before 
October 14th.  (Will be USCF rated if all entrants are USCF members.) 

November 16th –  PHCC Rated Quick Tournament  DRR Game/15 PHCC Rated Action Quads (or Mini-Swiss depending on registration) EF: 
$5.00 …Prizes based on entries.  A minimum of 4 participants will be necessary to hold the event. Please contact Lon via phone or email if 
you plan to register. Onsite registration 6:30-7:00PM - Play begins at 7:00 PM. Prizes: if Quad: 1st = $15; if Mini-Swiss: Based on entries! 
(Recording games is optional, for players that wish to keep score, neither player is required to keep score if either has 5 minutes or less on 
their clock.) 

December 12 – Bughouse Christmas Tournament – Partners based on club ratings  ( ie: must be at least 400 rating points between them.) 

PHCC Championships to begin on Thursday, May 23, 2024 – 

starting at 7:00 PM. Make sure you check your email and phone 

number information for accuracy before the tournament! 
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Ratings: 

The following list represents only current members of the Port Huron Chess Club. Current USCF ratings were used for members that had 

them, to establish the initial club rating list. The USCF rating format is used as the basis for calculating our club rating list. Members that 

had no USCF ratings are given a provisional rating based on their performances against regular club members who had USCF ratings. Club 

rated events will use these ratings for pairing purposes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

PHCC Ratings as of 5/17/24 
Name    Rating 
Bruziewicz, Andy        2118 
Avdic, Huso      2101 
West, Tony      1976 
Gregg, Alan                                         1930 
Urick, Ryan      1844 
Morabito, Matt            1830 
Rood Eric          1822 
Rutkofske, Lon      1763 
Klaty, Braeden      1731 
Webb, Austin      1729 
Young, William      1640 
Oriel, Paul      1569 
Wingrove, Bill      1497 
Kuhn, Timothy      1478 
Klaty, Trenton      1444 
Malburg, Drew      1400 
Ledsworth, Brian          1400 
Beneker, Gerrit      1380 
Klaty, Brad      1332 
Bryne, Brandon      1294 
Schmidt, Mark      1216 
Fisher, Sandi      1156 
DePuey, Nathan      Unr 
Douglas, Cameron      Unr 
Gibson, William      Unr 
Pasia, Quenton      Unr 
 
 

 

USCF  Ratings as of 5/17/24 
Name                 Rating 
Bruziewicz, Andy      2054 
Avdic, Huso     1988  
West, Tony     1917 
Alan Gregg                                 1893 
Rutkofske, Lon     1800 
Morabito, Matt     1780 
Webb, Austin     1694 
Rood, Eric     1585 
Kuhn, Timothy     1500 
Ledsworth,Brian     1314 
Malburg, Drew     1277 
Fisher, Sandi       791 
 
 USCF Quick/Action Ratings as of 5/17/24 
Name       Rating 
Bruziewicz, Andy        2027 
Avdic, Huso      1968 
Morabito, Matt      1908/P 
Gregg, Alan      1852 
Rutkofske, Lon      1720 
West, Tony      1802 
Kuhn, Timothy      1494 
Webb, Austin      1363 
Rood, Eric      1321 
Ledsworth, Brian          1087 
Fisher, Sandi      Unr 
 
 

PHCC Blitz Ratings as of 5/17/24 
Name    Rating 
Bruziewicz, Andy         2241 
Avdic, Huso      2167 
Gregg, Alan      1951 
Urick, Ryan      1900 
Rood Eric          1810 
Morabito, Matt      1804 
West, Tony      1774 
Klaty, Braeden      1761 
Webb, Austin      1729 
Rutkofske, Lon      1686 
Young, William      1640 
Blunt, Stuart      1606 
Wingrove, Bill      1519 
Kuhn, Timothy      1500 
Klaty, Trenton      1402 
Bryne, Brandon      1365 
Klaty, Brad      1361 
Beneker, Gerrit      1354 
Ledsworth, Brian          1317 
Schmidt, Mark      1216 
Malburg, Drew      1021 
Fisher, Sandi      1000 
DePuey, Nathan      Unr 
Douglas, Cameron      Unr 
Gibson, William      Unr 
Pasia, Quenton      Unr 
 
 
 

 

USCF Blitz Ratings as of 5/17/24 
Name    Rating 
Bruziewicz, Andy      2152 
Avdic, Huso      2035 
Gregg, Alan      1837 
Morabito, Matt      1732 
Rutkofske, Lon      1602 
Rood, Eric      1579 
Kuhn, Timothy      1429 
Ledsworth, Brian         1317 
Malburg, Drew      1203 
West, Tony      Unr 
Fisher, Sandi      Unr 

 

 

Dues News: 
While dues are not required for anyone interested in playing at 
the club, they are required for those competing in tournament 
play. Annual Dues are $20.00 for adults and $10.00 for those 
under 19. Dues funds are used to offset miscellaneous expenses 
not funded by the Recreation Department. United States Chess 
Federation memberships are available through the club. 
Memberships expiring in October 2023: Beneker, Gerrit 
Memberships expiring in November 2023: Schmidt, Mark. 
January 2024: Kuhn, Tim; Malburg, Drew; Morabito, Matt; Rood, 
Eric; West, Tony.  

 
 
 
 
 
 


