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 Chess Chatter  
                                      Newsletter of the Port Huron Chess Club 

Editor: Lon Rutkofske        January 2015    Vol.34  Number 1            
The Port Huron Chess Club meets Thursdays, except holidays, from 6:30-10:00 PM, at Palmer Park Recreation 

Center, 2829 Armour Street, (NE corner of Garfield  Street and Gratiot Ave…1 mile North of the Blue Water Bridge) Port 

Huron, Michigan. Everyone is welcome. All equipment provided. Email: PtHuronChessClub@aol.com or Website: 

http://porthuronchessclub.yolasite.com                                                                      

2015 PHCC Championships begin January 8th 

This year’s rendition of the PHCC’s premier event will have a different flavor 

than previous editions featuring a computer generated, randomly paired - 7 

round, round robin. Last year’s champion the “Dark Lord”, Tony West has 

opted not to defend his title due to the rigors of his job, college, and a very new 

baby girl and has fled Mount Doom for parts unknown,  leaving the throne of 

Middle-earth up for grabs and the precious “ring of Mordor” available for the 

taking. This year’s crop of all too familiar rivals – be they wizards, warlords, 

elves, hobbits’ dwarves, orcs, or half-lings are busily crafting their devious 

plans to shatter the claims of their rivals and seize for themselves the power of 

the old order. Shielded by the armor of the Sicilian, French, and King’s Indian 

Defenses, and empowered by the stout weaponry of the King’s Indian Attack, 

the English, the Queen’s Gambit, seven heroes (Bill Wingrove, Avery Jones, 

Noel Bedy, Dave Boucher, Alan Gregg and Lon Rutkofske) sally forth on 

Cassia’s battlefield intent on being the “One” to wear the crown.  

Sigh! Okay…coupled with the aforementioned drama, we entreat “Old Man 

Winter” begging just enough of his cooperation to permit this season’s contest 

to be completed unimpeded by the Polar Vortex and deep snows that snarled 

last year’s efforts. Good luck to all of this year’s contestants!  

2015 Port Huron Chess Club Championships - Rules and Regulations of Play  

The following general rules and regulations of play will govern participation in this 

year’s tournament. All participants should be familiar with these rules and any special 

rules that govern their play. 

General Rules: 

1. All play will be governed by the official rules of chess as established by the 
FIDE and USCF as given in the most current edition of the Official Rules of 
Chess published by the USCF. 
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2. Touch rules will be in effect in all games. Both players must record the 
moves of the game and submit properly completed score sheets to the 
tournament director (TD) as soon as possible following the completion of the 
game. Illegal moves cannot be considered without accurate score sheets. 

3. A chess timer (clock) must be used in all games. Time controls will be at the 
rate of “Game in 90 minutes with 5 second/move delay (1 and ½ hours plus 
5/sec delay) per player. Play will begin by 7:00 PM at the PHCC or at a time 
and place agreed upon by both contestants. There will be no adjournments. 
All games are to be completed within the tournament time limits. 
Mechanical clock time control will be game in 95 minutes and the clock will 
be set at 4:25. Prior to the beginning of the game both players are 
responsible for checking the clock to determine if it is functioning properly 
and set correctly. Sets and clocks can be checked out at the club, should 
players need to use club equipment. 

4. Only club members may participate in these events. Dues are payable to 
Lon Rutkofske. 

5. It is the responsibility of the players to review the pairings as developed by 
TD for the next round pairings. Because this is a round robin event, the TD 
will prepare a complete listing of pairings, dates of rounds and color 
allocation which will be circulated to each participant prior to the event via 
email or players can pick them up at the club. An updated list of players 
and phone numbers will be developed and circulated among participants by 
the TD. Lon will also email the results and game scores, prior to each round 
if you have given him your email address. 

6. Winners, or the player having the white pieces in the case of a draw, must 
report the results to the TD. 

7. Results should be reported to the TD by noon of the day preceding the next 
scheduled round. 

8. It is the responsibility of the person not present on the date of the scheduled 
round to meet the reasonable request of his opponent.  

9. Byes count as a full point. 
10. Disputes arising from play and unresolved by the players  

shall be submitted to the TD. His decision will be final.This year’s TD will be 

Lon Rutkofske: 605 Lomasney Ln.,Marysville, MI 48040 Ph. 810-388-9219 

or email me at ishking@aol.com. 

Special Rules: 

1. This year’s event will feature a 7-Rd, Round robin style tournament.  
2. All games will be based on the PHCC club rating system. RR- pairings are 

based on random computer selection.  

 Schedule will be as follows: Rounds: (January 8th, 15rd, 22nd,29th,February 5th, 
12th,[ 19th-Make up date], 26th= Awards Night. Players do not have to play their 

games at the club, if their opponents agree to play at an alternate time 
and place. All games must be reported on the Wednesday, prior to the 
next round. Results not reported will result in double forfeiture.  

 Courtesy: Please contact your opponent, if you cannot make it to the 
club to play your scheduled round. If you email them, but get no 
response, please call before the scheduled round. Please copy the TD if 
you use email. 

3. A bulletin of completed games will be circulated every other week of play, so 
make sure that your score sheets are complete and accurate. 

file:///C:/Users/Lonnie/Desktop/Port%20Huron%20Chess%20Club/2011%20PHCC%20Championships/ishking@aol.com
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4. Phone numbers will be circulated to all players for their records and 
information in general. The official crosstable will be kept at the club, and 
will be kept current as results are reported. 

5. Ties will be broken using the result of head to head competition. 
6. Cancelations: In the event that the Port Huron Area School District cancels 

classes and events due to inclement weather conditions on an evening 
when a regular round is scheduled, the club will not meet and the round will 
be rescheduled on the February 19th makeup date. 

7. Prizes: All awards/prizes will be presented on February 26th. 
8. Entry Fees:  There will be none for this year’s event. 
9. Awards based on 10 entries will be: 

1st Place - plaque  2nd Place – plaque; Top Under 1700 - plaque 

 

Club Meeting sets tone for 2015 – See Minutes Below  

Thursday, December 4, 2014 

Present: Lon Rutkofske, Bill Wingrove, Alan Gregg, Gerrit Beneker, Noel Bedy, Avery Jones, Stew 

Wilkinson. 

o 2015 PHCC Championships (These decisions will be revisited at the conclusion of the 

Championships. 

o Length: The tournament will be held through January and February 2015 

o Cost : There will be no cost for playing in this year’s champs for a 1 year trial, and this 

will be revisited following the tournament. 

 Dates for scheduled rounds:                 1/8        1/15     1/22      1/29      2/5        2/12      1/26 

February 19th will be reserved for make ups, Final round and Awards: February 26th. 
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o Prizes: Trophies will be awarded for first place, runner up and under 1700 provided 

there are 4 players in this section. There will be no cash prizes. 

o Format: This year’s tournament will be a round robin event.  Participants must notify 

Lon by December 22, 2014 in order to qualify for the championships. There may be a 

concurrent event scheduled for those that wish to play a PHCC rated event during 

January and February 2015 if there are enough interested members. You still need to be 

a club member to participate in any club sponsored tournaments.  

o Other issues: This will only be a PHCC rated event and will not be USCF rated. 

o Club Monthly meeting format:  

o Changes: The first Thursday every month will remain the same as it has been, and will 

be open to casual and challenge play (See other issues below.) 

o Issues: There will be a full schedule of both USCF and PHCC rated events offered to 

members throughout the year and there will be an entry fee for playing in these events. 

o Chess Chatter issues: None surfaced. Avery Jones volunteered to contribute more often with 

suggestions for chess related articles and/or websites that readers might find interesting. 

o Chess Website issues: Alan will continue to be covering world chess events and news, while Lon 

will continue to handle club related information. Additionally, a link to the club website will be 

included in each communication from the distribution list so that readers will have instant 

access by clicking on the link from the email. 

o Other issues that members wish to discuss/decide on: 

o A new challenge system will be implemented for 2015 to permit members the ability to 

play more serious play during times when there is no tournament going on. See the 

January issue of Chess Chatter and the attachment to the next email to review the 

proposed format. Please take time to review them and contact Lon if you have 

suggestions for improvements. 

Calendar of Events: Note the change for the First Thursday of Each Month. 

First Thursday of Each Month - Chess Clinics– 6:30 to 7:00 PM - $7.50 per person. From 

7:00 until 10:00. Players wishing to play Challenge matches with longer time controls of G/60 
with 5 sec delay can choose to play match games if they so desire. Participants will be required 

to follow the rules and regulations for Challenge Play (As outlined in Chess Chatter, our 

website under "Club Member Ratings Lists", or  posted at the club.) and colors will be selected 

by lot.  PHCC club ratings will be used. Players should turn their game scores into Lon, so he 
can adjust ratings appropriately and showcase the games in Chess Chatter.  

PHCC Championships - January & February 2015.  

See January issue of Chess Chatter for rules and other details or download them from the 
Events Section of the website. 
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Format and Rules for 2015 PHCC Challenge System  

I. Purpose:  to provide club members the opportunity to challenge higher rated players on a 

regular basis to improve and test their skills in over the board non-tournament competition. 

II. Regulations: ( Effective 1-8-2015) 

a. Challenges may be made by any club member on the PHCC rating list under the 

following circumstances: 

1. Can only be made only by a lower rated player. 

2. Can only be made during club hours and cannot be made after 8:00PM. 

3. Must be played on the same day as the challenge was made, so there can be no 

advanced challenges. 

4. Both players must be present. 

5. Only one challenge may be made per meeting. 

6. Challenger can only challenge a player that is rated less than 400 points above 

him on the rating list. 

7. All challenges must be accepted. 

8. No challenge may be made while a participant is involved in a tournament or 

challenge game. 

9. A clock must be used with the time control of G/60 with 5 second delay; must 

be recorded by both players and submitted to the rating director upon 

completion of the game. ( See Sample Score Sheet on page 2) 

10. All challenge games must comply with current tournament rules of chess as 

established by the US Chess Federation. 

11. No challenge game may be adjourned, but if an unusual circumstance arises, the 

club rating director may adjudicate. 

12. No member may be challenged more than one consecutive time by the same 

challenger. This means that the lower rated player cannot challenge the same 

player two times in a row. He/she must play another match before this can take 

place, but this also means that the higher rated player may be challenged by the 

same rated player consecutively if he has not participated in a match in 

between challenges within a six week period. Abuse (ie: Constant challenges 

and re-challenges or other annoying or inconsiderate behavior) must be 

reported to the Director and he has the option of suspending the violator 

indefinitely from participation in the Challenge system. Disputes will be 

adjudicated by the ratings director, with the advice of other players as he so 

wishes.  

13. Challenges can take place on the first Thursday of each month, or at any time 

there is no other tournament or event scheduled. 

14. Results will be rated using the USCF rating system. 

15. Current PHCC Ratings posted at the club and will be adjusted as necessary by 

the club rating director. Changes will also be posted on the club website.  
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Challenge Match Jan. 8, 2015 

G/60; 5 sec delay 

Lon Rutkofske Bill Wingrove 

1840 1667 

 e4   c5  

Nf3   Nc6 

 d4      d6 

 Bb4   cd4 

Nd4   Bd7 

 

 

Nf3   Nc6 
d4   cd4 
Nd4   d6 

Bb5   Bd7 
00   e6 
Draw Agreed 

Sample Score Sheet for Challenge Match 
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Members’ Games  

Please send me what you consider your best games, annotated or not, so that I 

might be able to showcase them. The following games represent contests that 

have been available at the time of this printing. Email them to me or give them 

to me personally, if you wish. Majority of analyses is done by Fritz 12, unless 

otherwise indicated. 

I would like to share the games below because they represent 

the best tournament performances of my chess career. – Lon 

Rutkofske 

Rutkofske,Lonnie (1874) - Tata,R (1605) [A36] English 

Opening 

1989 East Detroit Open East Pointe (2), 15.07.1989 

1.c4 Nf6 2.Nc3 c5 3.g3 g6 4.Bg2 Bg7 5.d3 0–0 6.e4 Nc6 

7.Nge2 d6 8.0–0 Qc7 9.a3 a6 10.Rb1 b6 11.b4 Nd4 12.e5 Bb7 13.exf6 Bxf6 14.Nd5 Nxe2+ 
15.Qxe2 Bxd5 16.Bxd5 Rae8 17.bxc5 Qxc5 18.Bh6 Bg7 19.Bxg7 Kxg7 20.Qb2+ Kg8 21.d4 

Qa5 22.Qxb6 Qxa3 23.Ra1 Rb8 24.Qxa6?? [24.Qb8!! wins another piece] 24...Qc3 25.Qa7 

e6 26.Rac1 Qb2 27.Bg2 Rb6 28.c5 Rb4 29.cxd6 Qxd4 30.Qxd4 Rxd4 31.Rfd1 Rxd1+ 

32.Rxd1 Rd8 33.d7 Kf8 34.f4 Ke7 35.Bc6 h6 36.Ba4 Kf8 37.Rc1 Ke7 38.Rc8 h5 39.Kf2 f6 

40.Ke3 g5 41.fxg5 fxg5 42.Ke4 Rxd7 43.Bxd7 Kxd7 44.Rh8 1–0 
 

Rutkofske,Lonnie (1874) - Brooks,John (2222) [A34] English Opening:Symmetrical Var. 

1989 East Detroit Open East Pointe (3), 15.07.1989 
1.c4 c5 2.Nc3 Nf6 3.g3 d5 4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.Bg2 Nb4 6.Nf3 g6 7.0–0 Bg7 8.d3 N4c6 9.Bd2 0–

0 10.Qc1 Re8 11.Ne4 b6 12.Bc3 e5 13.h3 f5 14.Ned2 Bb7 15.a3 Nd4 16.Re1 Nbc6 17.e3 

Nxf3+ 18.Nxf3 Qxd3 19.Rd1 Qc4 20.Rd7 Rab8 21.Ng5 Nd8 22.Rxg7+ Kf8 23.Bxb7 Rxb7 

24.Rxb7 Nxb7 25.Nxh7+ Kf7 26.Ng5+ Kg8 27.Qf1 Qa4 28.Rd1 b5 29.Rd7 Nd8 30.Qd3 Ne6 

31.Nxe6 Rxe6 32.Qd5 Qc4 33.Qa8+ 1–0 
 

Accad,William (2087) - Rutkofske,Lonnie (1874) [B80] Dutch Defense 
1989 East Detroit Open East Pointe (1), 15.07.1989 

1.d4 f5 2.c3 Nf6 3.Bg5 Ne4 4.Nf3 Nxg5 5.Nxg5 e5 6.Nf3 e4 7.Ne5 d6 8.Nc4 Nd7 9.e3 Nf6 

10.Nbd2 Be7 11.Qb3 c6 12.Be2 Qc7 13.f3 b5 14.Na3 d5 15.Nc2 0–0 16.f4 a5 17.a4 bxa4 

18.Qxa4 Bd7 19.Qa2 Rfb8 20.0–0 Ra7 21.c4 Be8 22.c5 Bd8 23.b4 Rba8 24.Qa4 axb4 

25.Qxb4 Rb7 26.Qc3 Rab8 27.Rfb1 Bh5 28.Bxh5 Nxh5 29.Nb4 g5 30.g3 Qc8 31.Ra4 gxf4 

32.exf4 Re7 33.Nf1 Rc7 34.Kf2 Qe6 35.Qe3 Nf6 36.h3 h5 37.Ra6 Qe8 38.Rb3 Rbc8 
39.Rba3 h4 40.Ra8 Rxa8 41.Rxa8 Nh5 42.Nxc6 Qxc6 43.Rxd8+ Kh7 44.Rd6 Qa4 45.gxh4 

Qc2+ 46.Qd2 e3+ 47.Kxe3 Qe4+ 48.Kf2 Rg7 0–1 

 

Rutkofske,Lonnie (1874) - Hahn,David (2270) [A36] English Opening 

1989 East Detroit Open East Pointe (5), 16.07.1989 
1.c4 g6 2.Nc3 Bg7 3.g3 c5 4.Bg2 Nc6 5.e3 e5 6.e4 d6 7.d3 Nge7 8.Nge2 0–0 9.0–0 Be6 

10.h3 Qd7 11.Kh2 h6 12.f4 f5 13.Bd2 Kh7 14.a3 a5 15.Qc2 Nd4 16.Nxd4 cxd4 17.Nd5 

Bxd5 18.exd5 Rfc8 19.Rae1 Rab8 20.Bxa5 b5 21.b3 g5 22.Bb4 Ng6 23.fxg5 hxg5 24.Qe2 

g4 25.hxg4 f4 26.Be4 Bh6 27.g5 Qe7?? 1–0 
 

 Noren,Kevin (2275) - Rutkofske,Lonnie (1874) [A80] Dutch Defense 

1989 East Detroit Open East Pointe (4), 16.07.1989 
1.d4 f5 2.Nf3 Nf6 3.Bg5 Ne4 4.Bf4 d6 5.Nbd2 Nd7 6.e3 Ndf6 7.c4 g6 8.Bd3 Bg7 9.Qc2 

Nxd2 10.Qxd2 Ne4 11.Qc2 c6 12.0–0 0–0 13.Rad1 Qe8 14.Bg3 Nxg3 15.hxg3 h6 16.Rfe1 

e5 17.dxe5 dxe5 18.Be2 e4 19.Nd4 Bd7 20.c5 Kh8 21.Rd2 Be5 22.Red1 Qe7 23.f4 exf3 

24.Nxf3 Bxg3 25.Qc3+ 1–0 
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PHCC Rating Lists 

The following list represents only current members of the Port Huron Chess Club. Current USCF ratings were used for 

members that had them, in order to establish the initial club rating list. The USCF rating format is used as the basis for 

calculating our club rating list. Members that had no USCF ratings are given a provisional rating based on their 

performances against regular club members who had USCF ratings. Club rated events will use these ratings for pairing 

purposes.  

PHCC Rating List  as of 11/21/14 
Name    Rating 
Gregg, Alan                                    1939 
West, Tony      1914 
Wilkinson, Stew      1907 
Morabito, Matt        1852 
Rutkofske, Lon      1840 
Broyles, Tom      1692 
Hartwig, Nathan      1689 
Wingrove, Bill      1667 
Jones, G. Avery         1645 
Bedy, Noel      1610 
Beneker, Gerrit      1502 
Chan, Jaime      1502 
Boucher, Dave      1467 
Carey, Jay      1000 
Nowiski, Adam        969 
Allen, Nathan        957 
Allen, Zachary        462 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dues News:    

While dues are not required for anyone interested in playing at the club, they are 
required for those competing in tournament play. Annual Dues are $20.00 for adults 
and $10.00 for those under 19. Dues funds are used to offset miscellaneous expenses 
not funded by the Recreation Department. Membership expiration as of January 2015: 
Alan Gregg, Tom Broyles, William Wingrove, Dave Boucher, Avery Jones, Tony 
West. 

     USCF Ratings as of 12/5/14 
Name                 Rating 
Gregg, Alan      1946 
West, Tony                                    1912 
Wilkinson, Stew     1880 
Hartwig, Nathan     1809 
Morabito, Matt     1809 
Rutkofske, Lon     1800 
Broyles, Tom     1699 
Wingrove, Bill     1613 
Jones, G.Avery     1472 
Chan. Jaime     1481 
Bedy, Noel     1450 
Boucher, Dave     1332 
Nowiski, Adam      673P7 

PHCC Speed Rating List as of 11/4/14 
Name    Rating 
Gregg, Alan      1948 
Wilkinson, Stew      1938 
Rutkofske, Lon      1839 
West, Tony      1801 
Hartwig, Nathan      1784 
Morabito, Matt      1745 
Broyles, Tom      1708 
Jones, G. Avery         1590 
Wingrove, Bill      1561 
Bedy, Noel      1535 
Chan, Jaime      1502 
Beneker, Gerrit      1500 
Nowiski, Adam      1364 
Carey, Jay      1000 
Allen, Nathan        984 
Allen, Zachary        740 
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Port Huron Chess Club Hall of Fame 


