Chess Chatter

Newsletter of the Port Huron Chess Club

Editor: Lon Rutkofske September 2015 Vol.34 Number 8

The Port Huron Chess Club meets Thursdays, except holidays, from 6:30-10:00 PM, at Palmer Park Recreation
Center, 2829 Armour Street, (NE corner of Garfield Street and Gratiot Ave...1 mile North of the Blue Water Bridge) Port
Huron, Michigan. Everyone is welcome. All equipment provided. Email: PtHuronChessClub@aol.com or Website:
http://porthuronchessclub.yolasite.com

Jones, Morabito, Gegg tackle the field at the Ml Open

Tales of woe and triumph fill this edition of Chess Chatter as a triumvirate of
PHCC heroes in-waiting took to the highways this past Labor Day weekend
crossing swords with some of the state’s finest chess players in the grueling 7
round, 180 player event hosted by the Michigan Chess Association September
4th through the 7th in Lansing. Despite a very top heavy open section, Matt and
Alan brought home some scalps and a few rating points for their efforts, but
the Reserve section proved to be Kryptonite for Avery as he could do no better
than break even, losing a ton of rating points.

Although the camaraderie for our trio was stellar, their assessment of
tournament setting and conditions left a bit to be desired as a variety of
communications, noise and scheduling issues complicated play.

Thankfully, each managed to salvage some of their games and forwarded them,

with some limited commentary, for preview in the Members’ Games Section of
Chess Chatter.

Members’ Games

Please send me what you consider your best games, annotated or not, so that |
might be able to showcase them. The following games represent contests that
have been available at the time of this printing. Email them to me or give them
to me personally, if you wish. Majority of analyses is done by Fritz 12, unless
otherwise indicated.

Comments below are from Alan Gregg:
| am not to happy with these games, | don'’t believe they are very good
games and also have not received Vlad’s game. ( Referring to his 6"

round game vs. Vladimir Druklec which he seems to have misplaced.)

Gamel: | made a big mistake in the ending... just 22.Re3 holds
everything Rd1 just lost. | put it down to time pressure and playing an
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Gregg,Alan (1971) - Yang,Kaiqi (2422) [C78] Ruy Lopez

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (1), 04.09.2015

1.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bb5 a6 4.Ba4 Nf6 5.0-0 b5 6.Bb3 Bc5 7.c3 d6 8.h3 Bb6 9.d3
0-0 10.Bg5 h6 11.Be3 Rb8 12.Bxb6 Rxb6 13.Nbd2 Ne7 14.Rel Ng6 15.d4 Bb7
16.dxeS5 dxeS5 17.Nfl Rd6 18.Qc2 Re8 19.Radl Nf4 20.Rxd6 Qxd6 21.Ng3 Qd3
22.Rd1 Nxh3+ 23.Kh2 Nxf2 0-1

Game 2: | got a slight edge, but was unable to capitalize on it... instead of 30...Rxb3, 30...Bxb3 was
better!

Morton,Gary (1838) - Gregg,Alan (1971) [DO3] Torre Attack

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (2), 05.09.2015

1.d4 Nfé6 2.Nf3 e6 3.Bg5 d5 4.e3 Nbd7 5.Bd3 Be7 6.Nbd2 b6 7.Qe2 Bb7 8.c3 Ne4
9.Bxe7 Qxe7 10.0-0 0-0 11.Racl c5 12.c4 Rac8 13.Rfd1l Rfd8 14.h3 g6 15.cxd5
exdS 16.dxcS5 NdxcS 17.Nd4 Nxd3 18.Qxd3 Nc5 19.Qa3 Qf6 20.N2f3 a5 21.b4
axb4 22.Qb2 Ba6 23.Nel Ne4 24.Rxc8 Rxc8 25.Nef3 Rc4 26.Rcl Rc3 27.Nc2 Be2
28.Ncd4 Bc4 29.Nc2 b3 30.axb3 Rxb3 31.Qxf6 Nxf6 32.Ncd4 Rb2 33.Ne5 b5 34.f3
Ne8 35.Ral Ba2 36.Rcl Rb1l %2-%

Game 3: | played my first junior, so played b3 just to get out of any preparation. He made a big mistake
then asked if he could take it back. | said .

Gregg,Alan (1971) - Luo,Muhan (1741) [AO5] Reti Opening

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (3), 05.09.2015

1.b3 €6 2.Bb2 Nf6 3.Nf3 b6 4.d3 d5 5.g3 Bb7 6.Bg2 Nbd7 7.0-0 Bd6 8.c4 c5 9.e3
Qc7 10.Nc3 a6 11l.cxd5 exd5 12.d4 0-0 13.Rcl Qd8 14.Na4 Qe7 15.Rel Rfe8
16.Re2 Qf8 17.Rec2 Rac8 18.Bh3 Ne4 19.Bxd7 cxd4 20.Bxc8 Rxc8 21.exd4 b5
22.Nc5 BxcS5 23.dxc5 Nxc5 24.Ba3 1-0

Game 4: | played Matt and neither of us were taking any chances, so had a early lunch at Coney Island.

Morabito,Matthew (1806) - Gregg,Alan (1971) [D78] Neo-Grunfeld

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (4), 06.09.2015

1.Nf3 Nfé 2.g3 g6 3.Bg2 Bg7 4.0-0 d5 5.c4 c6 6.d4 0-O 7.Nc3 Na6 8.cxd5 cxd5
9.Ne5 €6 10.Bd2 Nd7 11.Nxd7 Bxd7 12.e3 Qb6 13.Rb1l Rac8 14.Qe2 Rc7 15.Rfcl
Rfc8 16.Bf1 Bf8 17.Qd1 Nb8 18.a3 a6 19.b4 Qa7 20.a4 b6 [20...Nc6 21.Nxd5 exd5
22.b5] Y=Y

Game 5: | played an older (P??hummm, is that possible? — Ed.) person. | got a lot of pressure against
the king, then he resigned thinking it was all over. | thought there was still lots of play.

Gregg,Alan (1971) - Pegeron,Jean-Paul (1796) [AO1] Nimzovich-Larsen Attack
2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (5), 06.09.2015

1.b3 e5 2.Bb2 d6 3.e3 Nf6 4.c4 Be7 5.d3 0-0 6.Nf3 Nbd7 7.Be2 Nc5 8.0-0 Bd7
9.d4 exd4 10.Nxd4 Nfe4 11.f3 Ng5 12.Nc3 Nge6 13.NdS5 Bg5 14.f4 Bh6 15.Nf5 f6
16.Nxh6+ gxh6 17.Bf3 Rf7 18.Bh5 1-0

Game 6: | played Vlad but lost the score sheet... not one of my better games.

Druklec,Vladimir (2081) - Gregg,Alan (1971)
2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (6), 07.09.2015
1.d4 1-0 Game could not be reconstructed.

Game 7: | should have been white, but was black against another junior. | won the exchange after a very
complicated opening.



Konovalenko,Nicholas (1717) - Gregg,Alan (1971) [D36] QGD-Exchange Variation
2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (7), 07.09.2015

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 €6 3.Nc3 d5 4.cxd5 exdS5 5.BgS5 Be7 6.Qc2 c6 7.e3 0-0 8.Bd3 Nbd7
9.Nge2 Re8 10.0-0 Nf8 11.f3 Nh5 12.Bxe7 Rxe7 13.e4 dxe4 14.fxe4 Be6 15.Radl
Rd7 16.Qd2 g6 17.Qe3 Qa5 18.a3 Rad8 19.Bc2 b5 20.Qg5 Bc4 21.Qc5 Ne6
22.Qe5 f6 23.Rxf6 Nxf6 24.Qxf6 Rf7 25.Qh4 Qb6 26.Khl Nxd4 27.Bbl Rdf8
28.Ng3 Bb3 29.Rel Nc2 30.Rgl Qe3 31.Qg4 Kh8 32.Qe2 Rf2 33.Qxe3 Nxe3
34.Nce2 Ng4 35.h3 Ne5 36.Kh2 Nf3+ 0-1

| hope this helps. Avery, Matt and | had lunch on Monday at Bob Evans which was good ! Matt had a very
good tournament gaining about 50 points with 3.5/7. | scored 4/7and gained 1 point . Avery scored 3.5/7.

Morabito,Matthew (1806) - Drkulec,Vladimir (2081) [DO2] Queen Pawn Game

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (1), 06.04.2015

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.g3 g6 3.Bg2 Bg7 4.0-0 0-0 5.d4 d5 6.Nc3 Bf5 7.Rel Ne4 8.Nh4 Nxc3
9.bxc3 Be6 10.Rb1 b6 11.c4 c6 12.cxdS BxdS5 13.Bxd5 QxdS5 14.Rb3 Qxd4 15.Rd3
Qc4 16.Rd8 Na6 17.Rxa8 Rxa8 18.Qd7 Nb4 19.Rd1 Nd5 20.e4 Qxc2 21.Rel Nc3
22.Bd2 Nxe4 23.Be3 Nc3 24.Nf3 Qxa2 25.Nd4 Bxd4 26.Qxd4 Ne2+ 27.Rxe2 Qxe2
28.Qd7 c5 29.Qxe7 Qd1+ 30.Kg2 Qd5+ 0-1

Triplett,Thomas (1930) - Morabito,Matthew (1806) [A48] King’s Indian Defense
2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (2), 05.09.2015

1.d4 Nf6 2.Bf4 d6 3.Nf3 g6 4.e3 Bg7 5.Be2 0-0 6.0-0 Nbd7 7.h3 Re8 8.c4 e5
9.Bh2 exd4 10.exd4 Ne4 11.Nbd2 Nxd2 12.Qxd2 Nf6 13.Bd3 Ne4 14.Bxe4 Rxe4
15.Rfel Bf5 16.Rxe4 Bxe4 17.Ng5 Bh6 18.Bf4 BxgS5 19.Bxg5 Qd7 20.Qf4 Qf5
21.Rel Qxf4 22.Bxf4 Bd3 23.c5 dxc5 24.dxc5 Bc4 25.b3 Be6 26.Bxc7 Rc8 27.Bd6
Rc6 28.Rd1 a5 29.Rd2 Ra6 30.Rd4 f6 31.Bc7 Kf7 32.Bb6 f5 33.f4 Ra8 34.Rd6
Ke7 35.Rd2 Bd7 36.a3 a4 37.b4 Bc6 38.Kf2 Rg8 39.h4 h6 40.g3 Re8 41.Bc7 Bb5
42.Be5 Kf7 43.Rd6 Re6 44.Ke3 Rxd6 45.cxd6 Ke6 46.Kd4 b6 47.Bg7 Kxd6
48.Bxh6 Be2 49.Bf8+ Ke6 50.Bg7 b5 51.Kc5 Bfl 52.Kc6 Be2 72-7-

Williams,Ronald (1959) - Morabito,Matthew (1806)
2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (3), 05.09.2015
1.e4 c¢5 Game could not be reconstructed. 0-1

Morabito,Matthew (1806) - Gregg,Alan (1971) [D78]
2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (4), 06.09.2015
Y2-%2 See Game above.

Manmohan,Das (1991) - Morabito,Matthew (1806) [E90] King’s Indian Defense-
Classical

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (5), 06.09.2015

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 Bg7 4.Nf3 0-0 5.e4 d6 6.h3 e5 7.d5 c6 8.a3 cxd5 9.cxd5
Nbd7 10.Bd3 Nc5 11.Bc2 Bd7 12.0-0 a5 13.Be3 Rc8 14.a4 Na6 15.Nd2 Nb4
16.Bb3 Nd3 17.Qb1l If 17. Nc4, then Ng2 18.Ng2, Rf4 17...Nf4 18.Nc4 N6h5 19.Bxf4
Nxf4 20.Qd1l Qg5 21.Qf3 Nxh3+ 22.Kh2 Nf4 23.Qg3 Qh6+ 24.Kgl b5 25.axb5
Bxb5 26.Rfel If 26.Nb5, then Nd2 mate! 26...Bxc4 27.Bc2 Rb8 28.Rabl Bb3
29.Bxb3 Rxb3 30.Re3 Rfb8 31.Na4 Ne2+ 0-1

Chehayeb,Salah (2041) - Morabito,Matthes (1806) [B20] Sicilian Defense

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (6), 07.09.2015

l.e4 c5 2.b4 cxb4 3.d4 g6 4.a3 bxa3 5.Rxa3 Bg7 6.e5 d6 7.f4 dxe5 8.fxe5 e6
9.Rf3 Nc6 10.c3 Nge7 11.Bd3 0-0 12.Bg5 Qa5 13.Ne2 Nd5 14.0-0 bS 15.h4 Qb6
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16.Kh1 h6 17.Bd2 b4 18.c4 Nc3 19.Nbxc3 bxc3 20.Bxc3 Bb7 21.Rg3 Ne7 22.Nf4
Nf5 23.Bxf5 exf5 24.e6 Qd8 25.exf7+ Rxf7 26.Nxg6 Be4 27.Qh5 f4 28.Nxf4 Qf6
29.d5 Qd6 30.Bxg7 Rxg7 31.Rxg7+ Kxg7 32.Ne6+ 1-0

Morabito,Matthew (1806) - Jarosz,Stanley (1919) [AO7] Reti Opening

2015 MI Open Championships Lansing (7), 07.09.2015

1.Nf3 d5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 Bg4 4.d3 h6 5.0-0 e6 6.Ne5 Be7 7.c4 c6 8.cxd5 exd5
9.Qb3 Qb6 10.Qxb6 axb6 11.Rel 0-0 12.e4 dxe4 13.dxe4 Be6 14.Nc3 bS 15.Be3
b4 16.Ne2 Rxa2 17.Rxa2 Bxa2 18.Ral Be6 19.Ra7 Bc8 20.Bf3 Na6 21.Nxc6 bxc6
22.Rxe7 c5 23.e5 Ng4 24.Bc1l Rd8 25.Kg2 Kf8 26.Ra7 Nxe5 27.Bh5 f6 28.f4 Nd3
29.Bf7 Rd7 30.Rxd7 Bxd7 31.Bc4 Nxcl 32.Nxcl Nc7 33.Nd3 Be6 34.Bxe6 Nxe6
35.f5 Nd4 36.Nxc5 Nxf5 37.Kf3 Ke7 38.Ke4 Nd6+ 39.Kd5 Nf5 40.Ke4 Nd6+
41.Kd3 f5 42.Na6 g5 43.Nxb4 Ke6 44.Nc6 g4 45.b4 h5 46.Nd4+ KeS5 47.b5 f4
48.Nc6+ Kf5 49.Nd4+ Ke5 50.Nc6+ Kf5 51.Nd4+ Ke5 72-%-

The next two games feature Avery Jones who wrote:

Hello Lon,
I am sorry | did not get this to you earlier. These are not games that anyone will learn anything good from,
these are games that | have played and wondered WHY they turned out so.

| will start using a tool to record my games, Plycount. That way | will be able to review them accurately but
more important, | will be able to send them to you in a more timely manner.

| include this game because it illustrates how sometimes | play really poorly, for absolutely no reason. My
opponent who could be a future young gun, just kept coming after | gave him a chance. He won a game
he deserved to win, and one | chose to lose based on my poor play...l have to say that going over this
game was quite upsetting, for example | did not start off with the thought of playing the Stonewall, the
opportunity just presented itself. That was the only thing I did right, everything else -wrong. For example,
the bishop at b4, | should have just moved my knight, and pushed c3, that bishop was trapped for some
time. Second thing, why did | trade off my rooks, | moved them up and allowed them to be traded -awful! |
should have moved the rook over to h3, then the king would have certainly had to stay to protect the h
pawn, giving me time to come up with a more long term plan. Also my queen bishop was placed in the

Jones,G. Avery (1522) - Shetty,Rishi (1494) [A45] Trompowski’s Opening

2015 MI Open Championships - Reserve Lansing (5), 06.09.2015

1.d4 Nf6é 2.Nc3 e6 3.Bg5 h6 4.Bh4 Bb4 5.Nf3 b6 6.e3 Bb7 7.Be2 d5 8.0-0 0-0
9.Ne5 a6 10.Qd3 Qd6 11.Bxf6 gxf6 12.Ng4 Kg7 13.f4 f5 14.Ne5 Nc6 15.Rf3 Nxe5
16.fxe5 Qe7 17.Rg3+ Kh7 18.Rfl Rg8 19.Rff3 Rxg3 20.Rxg3 Rg8 21.Rxg8 Kxg8
22.Bh5 Qg5 23.Bf3 c5 24.Ne2 c4 25.Qd1 Qxe3+ 26.Kh1 Qd2 27.Qxd2 Bxd2 28.c3
b5 29.Kgl Be3+ 30.Kfl Bd2 31.b3 Bg5 32.bxc4 bxc4 33.Kel Bc6 34.g3 Kg7
35.Nf4 Bd7 36.Nh5+ Kh7 37.Nf4 f6 38.exf6 Bxf6 39.Kd2 Kg8 40.Kc2 Kf8 41.Bh5
Ke7 42.Kb2 Kd6 43.Bd1l e5 44.dxe5+ Bxe5 45.Bf3 d4 46.cxd4 Bxd4+ 47.Kcl Bc6
48.Bxc6 Kxc6 49.Ne2 Be5 50.Kc2 KdS 51.Kcl Ke4 52.Kd2 Kf3 53.Kel Kg2 54.a3
Kxh2 55.Kf2 c3 56.Kf3 c2 57.a4 Bxg3 58.Ncl f4 59.Ne2 h5 60.Nc1l Kgl 61.Nd3
h4 0-1

| always enjoy the World Open, lots of chess, and you can see the boards of the top players, to see how
they play. | was going through some difficulties at this time with my chess. | felt that | was not making any
progress. | talked to other players, and they say that because | get so many draws, | should try to attack
more. One revelation made to me was "You can attack and miss, and still not lose, but if you are attacked
and try to defend, your defense must be perfect or you will lose." So here | am, round 8, thoughts
running through my head, about attacking and defending.



Johnson,Lawrence E, Sr (1648) - Jones,G. Avery (1489) [B13] Caro-
Kann:Exchange Variation

43rd Annual World Open-Under 1800 Arlington, VA (8), 06.07.2015

l.e4 c6 2.d4 d5 3.exd5 cxd5 4.Bd3 Nc6 5.c3 g6 6.Nf3 Bg7 7.0-0 Nfé 8.h3 0-0
9.Rel Qc7 10.Bg5 Re8 11.Bh4 Nh5 12.Qb3 €6 13.Nbd2 a6 14.Racl b5 15.Qc2
Bb7 16.Nb3 e5 17.dxe5 Nxe5 18.Nxe5 Rxe5 19.RxeS5 Bxe5 20.Bg5 Re8 21.Bh6
Qe7 22.Qd2 Qe6 23.Kfl d4 24.cxd4 Bxg2+ 25.Kxg2 Nf4+ 26.Kf3 Nxd3 27.dxe5
Qd5+ 28.Kg3 QxeS5+[ Well I considered myself lucky after this game, and started to believe that" You can
attack and miss, and still not lose, but if you are attacked and try to defend, you defense must be perfect or you
will lose."After all the fighting on the board AND against the clock, my time management skills in this game were
terrible. To illustrate this point, my opponent had 6 minutes after move 29, I had 2 minutes. Yes, you read that
correctly. Back to the game, after all the horrible moves on both sides, I could have won the game at move 50, 1
just had to play b2 then move the a pawn up and finish. I guess I was returning the favor for the bishop I was

given earlier.] 29.f4 Qd6 30.Rc3 Rd8 31.Nc1 Nc5 32.Q0xd6 Ne4+ 33.Kg2 Nxd6 34.Rd3
fS 35.Bg5 Rd7 36.Nb3 Kf7 37.Nc5 Rc7 38.Rxd6 RxcS5 39.Rd7+ Ke6 40.Rxh7 Rc2+
41.Kf3 Rxb2 42.Rg7 Rxa2 43.Rxg6+ Kf7 44.Rf6+ Kg7 45.RxfS b4 46.Bd8 b3
47.Bf6+ Kg6 48.Rc5 Kxf6 49.Rc6+ Kf5 50.Rb6 a5 51.Rxb3 a4 52.Rb5+ Kf6
53.Ra5 a3 54.Kg4 Rg2+ 55.Kh4 a2 56.Kh5 Rh2 57.Kh4 Rg2 58.Kh5 Rh2 59.Kh4
V2=V

About 8 years ago, | was playing in the Canadian Amateur, and everything was clicking. The moves just
came to me, | don't know where that player has gone to but | find myself thinking about him a lot these
days. Perhaps | have taken in so much information about chess and it is too much. Ah but this is chess,
when you try something and you see results over the board, there is the joy of winning [or not losing], but
sometimes there is the greater joy of "Yes, | am on the right track!"

In a few weeks | will take myself out to Las Vegas for the Millionaire Chess tournament ...please pray for
me.

Avery

Note the change for the First Thursday of Each Month-

Calendar of Events:

First Thursday of Each Month - Chess Clinics— 6:30 to 7:00 PM - $7.50 per person. From
7:00 until 10:00. Players wishing to play Challenge matches with longer time controls of G/60
with S sec delay can choose to play match games if they so desire. Participants will be required
to follow the rules and regulations for Challenge Play (As outlined in Chess Chatter, our
website under "Club Member Ratings Lists", or posted at the club.) and colors will be selected
by lot. PHCC club ratings will be used. Players should turn their game scores into Lon, so he
can adjust ratings appropriately and showcase the games in Chess Chatter.

PHCC SPEED CHAMPIONSHIPS SLATED FOR OCTOBER 8TH

The Port Huron Chess Club’s 34th Annual Speed Championship Tournament
will be held on Thursday, October 8t beginning at 7:00 PM. Registrations will
determine the number of rounds and prizes. Entry fee will be $5.00 for
adults/$2.50 for juniors. Please contact Lon if you plan to play. There will be
no registrations on-site. If you intend to play, contact Lon before October 8th,

2015 October USCF Rated Mini-Swiss — G/90 with 5 sec delay: one round each Thursday,
10/15; 10/22; 10/29 — USCF membership required. EF: S5 ...Prizes based on entries. A minimum
of 4 participants will be necessary to hold the event. NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION! Advanced
registration only:Please contact Lon via phone or email if you plan to register. Play begins at
7:00 PM.



PHCC Rating Lists

The following list represents only current members of the Port Huron Chess Club. Current USCF ratings were used for
members that had them, in order to establish the initial club rating list. The USCF rating format is used as the basis for
calculating our club rating list. Members that had no USCF ratings are given a provisional rating based on their
performances against regular club members who had USCF ratings. Club rated events will use these ratings for pairing

purposes.

PHCC Rating List as of 9/18/15

Name Rating
Gregg, Alan 1941
Wilkinson, Stew 1907
Morabito, Matt 1891
Rutkofske, Lon 1851
Jones, G. Avery 1651
Wingrove, Bill 1637
Bedy, Noel 1577
Oriel, Paul 1569
Boucher, Dave 1507
Chan, Jaime 1502
Beneker, Gerrit 1483
Carey, Jay 1000
Nowiski, Adam 969
Allen, Nathan 957

Dues News:

USCF Ratings as of 9/18/15

Name Rating
Gregg, Alan 1972
Wilkinson, Stew 1880
Morabito, Matt 1859
Rutkofske, Lon 1800
Wingrove, Bill 1613
Bedy, Noel 1466
Jones, G.Avery 1444
Boucher, Dave 1332
Nowiski, Adam 673P7

PHCC Speed Rating List as of 9/18/15

Name Rating
Gregg, Alan 1948
Wilkinson, Stew 1938
Rutkofske, Lon 1839
Morabito, Matt 1745
Jones, G. Avery 1590
Wingrove, Bill 1561
Bedy, Noel 1535
Chan, Jaime 1502
Beneker, Gerrit 1500
Oriel, Paul 1500
Nowiski, Adam 1364
Carey, Jay 1000
Allen, Nathan 984

While dues are not required for anyone interested in playing at the club, they are
required for those competing in tournament play. Annual Dues are $20.00 for adults
and $10.00 for those under 19. Dues funds are used to offset miscellaneous expenses
not funded by the Recreation Department. Membership expirations: Zachary Allen
(8/15/15); Noel Bedy and Matt Morabito - (10/1/15)



