Chess Chatter

Newsletter of the Port Huron Chess Club

Editor: Lon Rutkofske August 2018 Vol.37 Number 6

The Port Huron Chess Club meets Thursdays, except holidays, from 6:30-10:00 PM, at Palmer Park Recreation
Center, 2829 Armour Street, (NE corner of Garfield Street and Gratiot Ave...1 mile North of the Blue Water Bridge) Port
Huron, Michigan. Everyone is welcome. All equipment provided. Email: PtHuronChessClub@aol.com or Website:
http://porthuronchessclub.yolasite.com

Gregg notches 1% place prize in Over 1600 section as
Bedy goes undefeated to capture Under 1600 first place
cash in 2018 July Mini-Swiss

Despite falling prey to a surprise sacrifice at the hands of Lon Rutkofske
salvaging a draw, Alan Gregg blitzed his way through the rest of the field to
come away with a first place finish in the Over 1600 section of the July Mini-
Swiss. His chances were never in jeopardy considering Lon blundered a queen
to Josh Muir (His first tournament win against Lon.) literally snatching defeat
out of the jaws of victory and losing the “heart” to play well against Matt
Morabito in a crushing defeat. I guess now Lon can commiserate with Alan in
his loss to Greg Bailey in the recent MI Senior Tournament.

The Under 1600 section featured a final round battle between Noel Bedy and
Avery Jones whereby the St. Clair native skillfully demonstrated some superb
endgame play upending the Sarnian to claim the first place cash! It also didn’t
hurt that his winnings were destined to serve a greater cause. This unexpected
windfall facilitated his plan for a dinner date to celebrate his anniversary the
following week!! Bill Wingrove enjoyed the dubious distinction and frustration
of sharing with Lon a place in the short end of standings by dropping a final
round decision to Gerrit Beneker in a nicely played game. In a significant
aside an excited Avery Jones, in the midst of a intense ending with Noel,
approached Bill and I with the vociferous observation about the improvement
of Gerrit’s play, insisting that “ he has to be studying, because increased
quality of his play has been no less than spectacular!” citing his first round
escape from his lower rated opponent despite dropping a piece!

The tournament was also remarkable in that it was the first time since 1996
that the PHCC has enjoyed the participation of a female contestant in the form
of 10 year old Daniela Kovatch who participated in her first ever USCF rated
event! Bravo to you, Dani for rising to the challenge and being totally
unintimidated by the aging, albeit encouraging crew of PHCC regulars!
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Unfortunately Niko Pirouz’s late arrival caused the PHCC newbie some
distress, as the tournament was already underway, and he was unable to

participate.

L-R: Bill Wingrove ponders a move against distracted rival, Avery Jones.
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L-R: Eric Kovatch demonstrates a serious demeanor, challenging L-R: Noel Bedy seems determined to “take a round out” of foe

his daughter, Dani to beat him!

Humm, this mysterious stranger
startled Lon when he opened the
curtain to set up for the tournament !
Unfortunately for her, she failed to
win a game thus reinforcing the
adage: “there is little sympathy for
dummies in chess!

Gerrit Beneker in the Under 1600 section.

Rutkofske becomes editor of

Michigan Chess Magazine

Lon Rutkofske has volunteered to serve as Editor for
Michigan Chess Magazine. As MCA members probably
know, there has not been an issue of the magazine since
Fall of 2016, and rather than complain about it, Lon
approached Jeff Aldrich at the 2018 MI Senior
Tournament to offer his services, which he readily
accepted.

Fall 2018 is the target date for the inaugural issue with
Lon at the helm and a mid-September delivery date to
the MCA faithful. Leaning heavily on the experience and
expertise of Jeff Aldrich, we trust that this venture will
prove fulfilling for Lon, Jeff and the entire MCA family!



2018 PHCC July Mini-Swiss: Over 1600 -- Wall Chart (Standings Sort)

# Name/Rtng/ID Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3
1 Alan Gregg W 3 B W 4
1851 12824548 1.0 2. 2.5
2 Matthew Morabito B 4 W 1 B 3
1896 12577179 1.0 1.0 2.0
3 Joshua C. Muir B 1 W 4 W 2
1644 16403982 0.0 1.0 1.0
4 Lonnie Rutkofske W 2 B 3 B 1
1848 10288347 |00 00 |05

2018 PHCC July Mini-Swiss: Under 1600 -- Wall Chart (Standings Sort)

#  |Name/Rtng/ID Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3
1 Noel Bedy W 6 B 4 B 2
1479 12626193 1.0 2.0 3.0
2 George Avery Jones W 4 B 3 W 1
1521 12577178 1.0 2.0 2.0
3 William Wingrove 5 W 2 B 4
1521 12181760 1.0 1.0 1.0
4 Gerrit Beneker B 2 W 1 W 3
1096 16711771 0.0 0.0 1.0
5 Eric Kovatch W3 BE6
508 16227908 0.0 1.0 1.0
6 [Dan ' B1 WJ5 |
| unr. 16633458 0.0 0.0 0.0

A Friendly Reminder: the following changes in
procedures for entering and exiting the PHCC on
Thursdays!!!

The Palmer Park Recreation building has installed a new security system that was activated effective May
31, 2018. Now, when the building is not in operation when our meeting begins, all members of the PHCC
must enter and exit from the West side door of our meeting room. This will be unlocked and the security
system deactivated for our regular club meetings. AT NO TIME ARE MEMBERS TO EXIT OR ATTEMPT
TO ENTER THROUGH ANY OTHER DOORS, as it will trigger a police presence.

| will ensure there are reminders posted on the front doors each evening we meet, to reinforce these new
procedures so that we can remain a valued program for the Port Huron Recreation Department.



Members’ Games

Please send me what you consider your best games, annotated or not, so that |
might be able to showcase them. The following games represent contests that
have been available at the time of this printing. Email them to me or give them to
me personally, if you wish. Majority of analyses is done by Fritz 12, unless
otherwise indicated. (Please take time to review some of Alan Gregg’s games
featured in the latter part of this section as he participates in the 105™ British
Chess Championships — Over 65 Section. It is nice to see PHCC members involved
in chess activities “across the pond”!)

Gregg,Alan (1851) - Rutkofske,Lonnie (1848) [A06] Larsen-
Nimzovich Opening

2018 PHCC July Quad- Over 1600 Port Huron (1), 19.07.2018

1.b3 d5 2.Bb2 Nf6 3.e3 Bf5 4.Nf3 Nbd7 5.d4 h6 6.Bd3 Bh7 7.0-0 €6 8.c4 c6 9.Nc3
Be7 10.Ne5 0-0 11.f4 Ne4 12.Qc2 Ndf6 13.c5 Bf5 14.b4 Qc8 15.a3 Nxc3 16.Bxf5
exfS 17.Bxc3 Ne4 18.Bel Qe6 19.Qe2 Bf6 20.Nf3 Rfe8 21.Qd3 a5 22.Rb1l axb4
23.Bxb4 Rab8 24.Rfcl g5 25.g3 g4 26.Nd2 Nxg3 27.hxg3 Qxe3+ 28.Qxe3 Rxe3
29.Nfl Rd3 30.Rd1 Bxd4+ 31.Kg2 Rxdl 32.Rxdl Bf6 33.Ne3 b6 34.cxb6 Rxb6
35.Nxf5 Kh7 36.Rd2 Rb7 37.Rc2 Rb6 38.Bc5 Ra6 39.Kf2 Kg6 40.Ne7+ Kg7
41.Ke2 h5 42.Bb4 c5 43.BxcS5 Re6+ 44.Kd3 Bxe7 45.Bxe7 Rxe7 46.a4 Re4
47.Ra2 h4 48.gxh4 g3 49.a5 Rxf4 50.Ke3 Rxh4 51.a6 Rh8 52.a7 Ra8 53.Kf3 Kf6
54.Kxg3 Ke5 55.Kf3 f5 56.Ra4 f4 57.Rxf4 Rxa7 72-%-

Muir,Joshua (1644) - Rutkofske,Lonnie (1848) [C55] Two Knight’s Defense

2018 PHCC July Quad- Over 1600 Port Huron (2), 19.07.2019

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Be7 4.Nc3 Nf6 5.0-0 0-0 6.d3 h6 7.a3 d6 8.h3 a6 9.Be3
Qe8 10.Ne2 Nd8 11.c3 Ne6 12.Qd2 Kh7 13.Ng3 Ng8 14.NfS Ng5 15.Nxe7 Nxf3+
16.gxf3 Qxe7 17.Kh2 Qd7 18.Rh1l Qxh3+ 19.Kgl Qxf3 20.Bb3 Qf6 21.d4 Bg4
22.Rh2 Bf3 23.Kfl Rad8 24.Bd1l Bxdl 25.Rxd1l exd4 26.Bxd4 Qg6 27.Rg2 Qxe4
28.Rgl Qg4?? 29.Rxg4!! [In time trouble, Lon had 1:20 to Josh's 3:10, and
succumbed to a fatal blunder. Intending, Qh4, he quickly moved and released his
hand, giving Josh his first ever win against Lon in a rated event! Nice job of hanging in
there!]1-0

Rutkofske,Lonnie (1848) - Morabito,Matthew (1896) [AO5] Reti Opening

2018 PHCC July Quad- Over 1600 Port Huron (3), 21.07.2018

1.e4 c5 2.g3 d6 3.Bg2 Nc6 4.d3 g6 5.Nd2 Bg7 6.h3 Nf6 7.Ngf3 0-0 8.0-0 a6 9.c3
Rb8 10.Rel bS5 11.Nfl Nd7 12.Ne3 Nde5 13.Nh2 Nd7 14.f4 Bb7 15.g4 Qb6
16.Nefl a5 17.Ng3 b4 18.Bd2 a4 19.c4 Bxb2 20.Rb1l Bd4+ 21.Khl Bf2 22.Nh5
Bxel 23.Bxel gxh5 24.gxh5 Kh8 25.Ng4 Rg8 26.Rb2 Nd4 27.Nh6 Rgf8 28.Rf2 d5
29.Ng4 dxe4 30.dxe4 Nf6 31.Ne5 Bxe4 32.Qal Bxg2+ 33.Rxg2 Rg8 34.Bg3 0-1

Jones,George (1521) - Beneker,Gerrit (1096) [DO2] Queen Pawn Game

2018 PHCC July Mini-Swiss-Under 1600 Port Huron (1), 19.07.2018

1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Nfé 3.Bf4 Nc6 4.e3 a6 5.c3 e6 6.Bd3 Bd6 7.Ne5 0-O 8.Nd2 g6
9.Ndf3 NhS 10.Bg3 Nxg3 11.hxg3 f6 12.Ng4 e5 13.Nh6+ Kg7 14.dxe5 fxe5 15.Be2
Be6 16.Qc2 e4 17.Nd4 Nxd4 18.exd4 Qf6 19.0-0-0 Qxf2 20.Kb1l Qxg3 21.a3 Bf4
22.Qb3 Rab8 23.Rdfl Bxh6 24.Rxf8 Rxf8 25.Qb4 Be3 26.Ka2 [White won on time!|
1-0



Beneker,Gerrit (1096) - Bedy,Noel (1479) [C45] Scotch Game

2018 PHCC July Mini-Swiss-Under 1600 Port Huron (2), 19.07.2018

1l.e4 €5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 exd4 4.Nxd4 Bc5 5.Nxc6 bxc6 6.Bc4 d6 7.0-0 Nf6é 8.Bg5
0-0 9.Nc3 h6 10.Bh4 Be6 11.Bxe6 fxe6 12.Na4 Bb6 13.Nxb6 cxb6 14.f3 Qc7
15.c3 5 16.Qb3+ Kh7 17.Radl g5 18.Bg3 Nh5 19.Qe6 Rf6 20.Qg4 Nxg3 21.Qxg3
Rd8 22.b4 Qe7 23.Rd3 Qe6 24.Qel Rf7 25.g4 Qxa2 26.Rf2 Qe6 27.h3 Rdd7
28.Rh2 Rf8 29.h4 Qg6 30.Qd2 Kg7 31.hxg5 Qxg5 [White lost on time!]0-1

Beneker,Gerrit (1096) - Wingrove,William (1521) [B22] Sicilian Defense

2018 PHCC July Mini-Swiss-Under 1600 Port Huron (3), 19.07.2018

1l.e4 c5 2.¢c3 Nf6é 3.d3 Nc6 4.Be3 e6 5.Nf3 d6 6.Nbd2 Be7 7.d4 cxd4 8.Nxd4 0-O0
9.Nb5 a6 10.Nd4 Qc7 11.b4 Ng4?? 12.Qxg4 e5 13.Nf5 Bxf5 14.Qxf5 Bf6 15.Bc4
Ne7 16.Qg4 Rfd8 17.0-0 d5 18.exd5 Nxd5 19.Ne4 Qc6 20.a4 Rac8 21.Bxd5 Rxd5
22.Bh6 g6 23.Nxf6+ Kh8 24.Nxd5 Rd8 25.c4 5 26.Qe2 e4 27.Qb2+ 1-0

Kovatch,Daniela (Unr) - Kovatch,Eric (508) [DO2] Queen Pawn Game

2018 PHCC July Mini-Swiss-Under 1600 Port Huron (2), 19.07.2018

1.d4 d5 2.e3 Nc6 3.Nf3 Nf6 4.Bd3 g6 5.0-0 Bg7 6.c3 0-0 7.b4 Bg4 8.h3 Bxf3
9.Qd2 Bxg2 [[Best was 9...Be4.]10.Kxg2 Qd6é 11.Bb2 Ng4 12.a4 Qh2+ 13.Kf3
Qxh3+ 14.Ke2 e5 15.Qd1 exd4 16.Rh1l Qg2 17.Kd2 Qxf2+ 18.Kcl Qxe3+ 19.Qd2
Qf3 20.Na3 Qxhl+ 21.Qdl Bh6+ 22.Kc2 Ne3+ 23.Kb3 Nxdl 24.Rxdl Qxdl+
25.Nc2 Rfe8 26.c4 dxc4+ 27.Bxc4 Re3+ 28.Bc3 Qbl+ 29.Ka3 Rxc3+ 30.Bb3
Rxb3# 0-1

Gregg,Alan M (1960) - Illingworth,John B (1631) [AOO] Reti Opening

105th British Championships Hull City Hall, Hull Over 65 (1.24), 29.07.2018

1.b3 d5 2.e3 Bf5 3.Bb2 Nf6 4.Nf3 Nbd7 5.c4 e6 6.Nc3 Bd6 7.d4 c6 8.Bd3 Bg4
9.Be2 Qc7 10.h3 BhS5 11.Rcl 0-0 12.0-0 Rfe8 13.cxd5 exd5 14.Nb5 Qb8 15.Nxd6
Qxd6 16.NeS5 Bxe2 17.Qxe2 Re6 18.Qc2 Ne4 19.Nd3 Rh6 20.Nc5 Ndxc5 21.dxc5
Qe7 22.b4 Qh4 23.Be5 Rg6 24.Kh2 Re8 25.Bf4 Rf6 26.g3 QhS 27.Qd1 Qf5 28.h4
h6 29.f3 Ng5 30.hxg5 hxg5 31.Kg2 gxf4 32.exf4 Rfe6 33.Rc2 Rh6 34.Rgl Qh7
35.Kf2 Qf5 36.Re2 Rh2+ 37.Rg2 Rxg2+ 38.Kxg2 Re6 39.Rxe6 7272

Myall,Ivan J (2007) - Gregg,Alan M (1960) [AOO] Unusual Q-Pawn Opening

105th British Championships Hull City Hall, Hull Over 651 (2.14), 30.07.2018

1.d4 d5 2.Bf4 €6 3.e3 Bd6 4.Bg3 Nf6 5.Nd2 b6 6.c3 Bb7 7.Bd3 Nbd7 8.Ngf3 Ne4d
9.Bxd6 cxd6 10.Qc2 f5 11.h4 0-0 12.Qa4 Ndf6é 13.Ng5 Qe7 14.f3 Ng3 15.Rh2
Nfh5 16.0-0-0
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16...h6 17.Nh3 e5 18.dxe5 dxe5 19.Qb4 Qxb4 20.cxb4 Rac8+ V2-%-



Surtees,Mike J (2146) - Gregg,Alan M (1960) [A0O] English Opening vs K-I Indian
105th British Championships Hull City Hall, Hull Over 65 (3.10), 31.07.2018

1.e4 e5 2.d3 d6 3.Ne2 g6 4.g3 Bg7 5.Bg2 Nc6 6.c4 Nge7 7.Nbc3 0-0 8.0-0 Be6
9.Nd5 Rb8 10.a4 a5 11.Bd2 b6 12.Qcl f6 13.h3 g5 |
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14.f4 h6 15.Bc3 Rc8 16.Qd2 Bd7 17.fxg5 hxg5 18.Rf2 Nxd5 19.cxd5 Ne7 20.d4
Ng6 21.b3 Qe7 22.Rcl |
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22...c6 23.dxc6 Rxc6 24.Rff1 Rfc8 25.Kh2 Be8 26.Bf3 R6¢c7 27.Bg4 Bd7 28.Bxd7
Rxd7 29.d5 QdS8 30.Bb2 Rb8 31.Nc3 Kh7 32.Qe2 Kg8 33.Nb5 |

a b c d e f g h
s E W e
71%// X »
| & & &4
sl &4 &
4|8 0, %//&%// ,
4 & 1 HA
| & W @
W B "3

a b ¢c d e f g h

N\

A

- v @ A O o N ®

33...Ne7 34.Ba3 Nc8 35.Rc6 BfS 36.Qg4 Kg7 37.h4 Be7 38.Bcl Na7 39.hxg5 fxg5
40.Qe6 Qh8+ 41.Kg2 Qh5 42.Qxd7 Qe2+ 43.Kgl 1-0

Gregg,Alan. (1960) - McDonald,Ian. [AO1] Larsen-Nimzovich Opening

105th British Championships Hull City Hall, Hull Over 65 (4), 01.08.2018

1.b3 e5 2.Bb2 d6 3.e3 Nc6 4.BbS5 a6 5.Bxc6+ bxc6 6.d3 Nf6 7.Nd2 g6 8.Ne2 Bg7
9.0-0 0-0 10.e4 Re8 11.Nc4 Be6 12.f3 Bxc4 13.dxc4 dS5 14.Qd3 a5 15.Nc3 d4
16.Ne2 Qe7 17.a4 Nd7 18.Qd2 h5 19.Ncl Kh7 20.Nd3 Bh6 21.Qe2 f6 22.Ba3 Qf7
23.Bcl g5 24.g4 h4 25.Bd2 Bf8 26.Qel Reb8 27.Bxa5 Nc5 28.Nxc5 Bxc5 29.b4
Bb6 30.Bxb6 cxb6 31.Qe2 c5 32.Rfbl Qe7 33.bxc5 bxcS5 34.Rb5 Qc7 35.Rabl
Rxb5 36.axb5 Qa5 37.Qd3 Rb8 38.Kf2 Kg7 39.Ke2 Kf7 40.Qb3 Rb6 41.Qb2 Qa8
42.Ral Qb8 43.Qa3 1-0



Dues News:

While dues are not required for anyone interested in playing at the club, they are required for those
competing in tournament play. Annual Dues are $20.00 for adults and $10.00 for those under 19. Dues
funds are used to offset miscellaneous expenses not funded by the Recreation Department. United States
Chess Federation memberships are available through the club.

Calendar of Events:

First Thursday of Each Month - Chess Clinics- 6:30 to 7:00 PM - $7.50 per person. From 7:00 until
10:00. Players wishing to play Challenge matches with longer time controls of G/60 with 5 sec delay can
choose to play match games if they so desire. Participants will be required to follow the rules and
regulations for Challenge Play (As outlined in Chess Chatter, our website under "Club Member Ratings
Lists", or posted at the club.) and colors will be selected by lot. PHCC club ratings will be used. Players
should turn their game scores into Lon, so he can adjust ratings appropriately and showcase the games
in Chess Chatter. Monthly Tournaments will be held, usually on the third Thursday of the month, See
the events schedule below for specifics!

2018 Events Schedule:

August 9, 16, 23 — USCF/PHCC Rated Mini-Swiss ( or Quads based on entries) 3 Round- USCF
Rated Mini-Swiss. Game/90 minutes with/5 sec. delay. USCF and PHCC membership required. One game
per night (August 9, 16 & 23)! Play will begin at 7:00PM. EF: $5.00 Play will begin at 7:00PM. A minimum
of 4 participants are required. Prizes: based on entries. Please register in advance by contacting Lon
Rutkofske by August 8th so he can determine if there are enough entries to hold the event.

September 20" — PHCC rated Thematic tournament: G/25 with 3 sec. delay EF: $5.00 ...Prizes
based on entries. A minimum of 4 participants will be necessary to hold the event. Please contact Lon
via phone or email if you plan to register. Onsite registration 6:30-7:00PM - Play begins at 7:00 PM.
Prizes: if Quad: 1st = $15; if Mini-Swiss: Based on entries! (Recording games is optional, for players that
wish to keep score, neither player is required to keep score if either has 5 minutes or less on their
clock.)Players with the white pieces will be playing a game with a predetermined opening sequence such
as the Ruy Lopez, or Kl Attack based on one of the openings drawn at random by the TD. The game will
begin from that opening position.

October 18™ PHCC Speed Championships - The Port Huron Chess Club’s 37" Annual Speed
Championship Tournament will be held on Thursday, October 18™ beginning at 7:00 PM. Registrations
will determine the number of rounds and prizes. PHCC membership required. Entry fee will be $5.00.
Please contact Lon if you plan to play. There will be no registrations on-site. If you intend to play,
contact Lon before October 18™.

November 15" — Duncan’s 18" Turkey Gobbler Tournament “fun tournament”: 6 rounds —
featuring handicap speed, fixed positions, pre-selected openings, problem solving, G/15 events. EFS
5.00, prizes based on entries; Plague for over-all champion: class prizes for each section (A fun event
created by Bob Duncan in 1980.) ! A minimum of 4 participants will be necessary to hold the event.
Please contact Lon via phone or email if you plan to register. Play begins at 7:00 PM.



PHCC Rating Lists

The following list represents only current members of the Port Huron Chess Club. Current USCF ratings were used for
members that had them, in order to establish the initial club rating list. The USCF rating format is used as the basis for
calculating our club rating list. Members that had no USCF ratings are given a provisional rating based on their
performances against regular club members who had USCF ratings. Club rated events will use these ratings for pairing
purposes.

PHCC Ratings as of 7/27/18 USCF Ratings as of 7/22/18

Name Rating Name Rating
Morris, Jason 2041 Morris, Jason 2041
Gregg, Alan 1987 Gregg, Alan 1964
Rutkofske, Lon 1878 Wilkinson, Stu 1844
Wilkinson, Stu 1866 Rutkofske, Lon 1824
Morabito, Matt 1859 Morabito, Matt 1795
Jones, G. Avery 1782 Jones, G.Avery 1639
Urick, Ryan 1700 Wingrove, Bill 1593
Wingrove, Bill 1641 Muir, Joshua 1564P14
Muir, Josh 1567 Bedy, Noel 1452
Boucher, Dave 1565 Boucher, Dave 1406
Bedy, Noel 1518 Claunch, Jackson 1325
Scholfield, Chris 1503 Pirouz, Niko 978
Beneker, Gerrit 1380 Kovatch, Eric unr
Claunch, Jackson 1325 Kovatch, Daniela Unr
Carey, Jay 1000

Pirouz, Niko 1000

Egzigﬂ o 1888 USCF Quick/Action Ratings as of 7/27/18

Name Rating
Morris, Jason 2072

PHCC Blitz Ratings as of 7/27/18 Morabito, Matt 1898/P14
Name Rating Gregg, Alan 1873
Morris, Jason 2070 Rutkofske, Lon 1800/P19
Gregg, Alan 1968 Wilkinson, Stu 1782/P16
Wilkinson, Stu 1929 Muir, Josh 1655/P22
Urick,Ryan 1874 Bedy, Noel 1511/P19
Rutkofske, Lon 1808 Jones, Avery 1522
Morabito, Matt 1782 Wingrove, Bill 1465/P21
Muir, Josh 1635 Claunch, Jackson 1312
Scholfield, Chris 1552 Beneker, Gerrit 1169/P11
Wingrove, Bill 1531 Pirouz, Niko 806
Bedy, Noel 1529 Kovatch, Eric 508/P8
Jones, G. Avery 1483 Kovatch, Daniela 139/2
Claunch, Jackson 1312

Beneker Gerrit 1268

Carey, Jay 1000

Pirouz, Niko 827

Kovatch, Eric 700

Kovatch, Daniela 500



