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Port Huron Chess Club is  Back,  Again!!!!
Well, it has been some time in coming, but our numbers have been picking up lately and it’s nice to be a group larger than 4 members. The PHCC has been inactive for several years, largely due to the fact that people have just gotten too busy and many have moved away, or gone to other jobs. I’ve just retired from Plymouth-Canton Community Schools after a 4 year stint, Eric Roome has gotten a different job, Bill Wingrove has been very busy with a huge building project for his church, Bob Duncan has been away in Florida and helping out his kids and grand kids, and Phil Willard has been busy with his grand children and family issues for he and his wife. 

When I retired in June of 2004, I began a huge project of finishing our basement, and with a knee replacement thrown in there, it has taken some time to get back into the swing of things.  I contacted Bill, and Phil, and Eric, and a couple of other former regulars, and we agreed to begin to meet again, on our regular time schedule – every Thursday, except holidays, from 6:30-10:00 pm. 

We hosted our first tournament, which turned out a field of 8 players, so we decided to go into two quads at G30. Everyone seemed to have a good time, and we’d like to host at least one tournament a month, perhaps even two.  

For good or ill, one of the errors made was for one person to try to “do or run” everything. Whether for convenience or ego,  the results prevented others from cultivating an interest  or taking on responsibility for the ever increasing demands of leadership. Hopefully, that won’t be the case with this resurrection. I am hoping that we can have others step forward, and each have a role in the governance and responsibilities for successful operation of the club. Hopefully, we can have a short meeting to set up goals for the future of our revitalized club and develop plans to help us grow to the size we were in 1972 of 100 members strong!

Right now, I am preparing a distribution e-mail list, so I can quickly send out notices and gather input on what’s happening. We have lots of experience and talent, and I am just hoping that we can tap into those abilities as we rebuild. 

We look forward to seeing you on Thursdays!

Morabito, Roome, Rutkofske, and Willard take home tournament prize money 

Eight enthusiastic aficionados braved the summer heat to experience their own hot times in the first PHCC tournament in years. A few new members had their first experience with tournament chess. Using the clock for the first time is both nerve wracking and distracting for novices, but the club hopes to offer additional opportunities in a variety of formats to aid these determined compatriots to master the rigors of tournament chess. Who knows, we may even have some recorded games to add to coming issues of Chess Chatter. Players were divided into a pair of 4-person quads, playing each opponent with a Game in 30 minutes time control. Few games went the limit, and no one lost on time.  I would have to say that the quality of play was generally good for our first tournament, although the irrepressible “ I’ll just make one more move before I resign!?” Phil Willard managed yet again to steal one with a cheapo…. a back rank mate against Hezekiah Miller, who was pulverizing the railroad rascal through most of the game.

Eric Roome and Lon Rutkofske took first place in their respective sections followed by Phil and Matt Morabito. There were a number of interesting games, although with the quick time control, it is difficult to get around to see all of the action. 

We are hoping to host another event soon, and Lon will be contacting club members on our distribution list with the information.   The crosstables are below:

Crosstables

Section A



          Rds

Totals

Name


Rating

1
2
3



Rutkofske, Lon

1903

W4
W3
D2
2.5

Morabito, Matt

1800

D3
W4
D1
2

Gregg, Alan

1900

D2 
L1
W4
1.5

Wingrove, Bill

1694

L1
L2
L3
0

Section B




Rds

Totals
Name


Rating

1
2
3



Roome, Eric

1503

W4
W3
W2
3

Willard, Phil

1362

W3
W4
L1
2

Miller, Hezekiah

Unr

L2
L1
W4
1

Bedard, Paul

Unr

L1
L2
L3
0

The following game is a game from the tournament, and is a reconstruction from memory. I ask Matt’s forgiveness for errors or omissions that I may have made. Fritz 8.0 is responsible for the analysis. The text of the game is in bold print.

Morabito,Matt - Rutkofske,Lon [A92] (Round 3)

PHCC Summer Quad Section A Port Huron , July 6, 2006

[Rutkofske,Lonnie]

83MB, Fritz8.ctg, CPQ69902467290 1.Nf3 f5 2.g3 Nf6 3.Bg2 e6 4.d4 Be7 5.c4 0–0 6.Nc3 c6 7.0–0 last book move 7...Na6 8.d5 Bc5 9.Ne5 0.13  9.dxc6 dxc6 10.Bf4 Nd7 11.a3 Qe8 12.b4 e5 13.Nxe5  0.47 9...Qe7 10.a3 –1.40  10.Nd3 Bd4 11.Bg5 Qe8 12.Qb3 Ne4 13.Nxe4 fxe4 14.Bxe4 exd5  0.18 10...d6 –0.07  10...exd5 11.Nf3 dxc4 12.Na4  –1.40 11.Nd3 0.13  11.Nf3 cxd5 12.cxd5 e5 13.b4 Bb6 14.Na4  –0.07 11...cxd5 12.Nxc5 0.32  12.cxd5 e5 13.Nxc5 Nxc5 14.f4 Bd7 15.b4 Nce4 16.Nxe4 Nxe4 17.Qd3 Rac8  0.12 12...Nxc5 0.12  12...dxc5 13.cxd5 Rd8 14.Qb3 Nc7 15.dxe6 Qxe6 16.Qc2  0.32 13.cxd5 e5 0.12  13...b6 14.dxe6 Bb7 15.Bxb7 Qxb7 16.Nb5 d5 17.Nd4 Rae8 18.b3 Nxe6  0.44 14.Bg5 Nce4 0.62  14...Qe8 15.Rc1 Qh5 16.Bxf6 Rxf6  0.00 15.Nxe4 fxe4 16.Rc1 0.57  16.Qb1 Bf5 17.Bxe4 Bxe4 18.Qxe4 Qd7 19.Qd3 e4 20.Qd4 Qf5  0.37 16...Bf5 0.31  16...Qe8 17.Bxf6 Rxf6 18.Bxe4 Bh3 19.Re1 Qf7 20.Qa4  0.57 17.Bxf6 0.13  17.Qa4 Qf7 18.Bxf6 Qxf6 19.Rc7 b5 20.Qxb5 Rab8 21.Qc4 Rbc8 22.b4 Rxc7 23.Qxc7  0.31 17...Rxf6 18.Qd2 –0.18  18.Qa4 Raf8 19.Qxa7 Qf7 20.Qb6 Qh5 21.Qe3 Qf7 22.Bxe4  0.25 18...Qd7 0.09  18...Raf8 19.Rc3 Qd7 20.Qe3 Qb5 21.Bxe4  –0.18 19.Qe3 0.35  19.Qa5 Raf8 20.Rc7 Qd8 21.Qc3 Bg4 22.f3 exf3 23.exf3 Bf5  0.09 19...Bh3 20.Bxh3 Qxh3 21.Qxe4 Rh6 22.Qg2 Qd7 23.e4 Rf8 24.Rc3 0.72  24.Rc2 Rhf6 25.f4 exf4 26.Rcf2 Qg4 27.h3 Qxg3 28.Qxg3 fxg3 29.Rxf6 gxf6 30.Kg2 Re8  0.40 24...Rhf6 0.50  24...Qa4 25.f3 Rhf6 26.Qf2 R6f7 27.b4 a6 28.f4 exf4 29.gxf4 a5 30.Qb6 axb4  0.72 25.b4 Qa4 0.78  25...R6f7  0.60 26.Rc7 0.38  26.Qh3 Rh6 27.Qg4 Rg6 28.Qe2 Rgf6 29.Rc7 Qxa3  0.78 26...a5 27.bxa5 0.69  27.Rxb7 Qxa3 28.bxa5 Qxa5 29.Qh3 Qd2 30.Qd7 Qh6 31.Qg4 Rg6  0.37 27...Qxa5 28.Rxb7 Qxa3 29.h4 0.10  29.Qh3 Rg6 30.Qd7 Qf3 31.Rb6  0.59 29...Qa6 30.Rb2 Qa7 0.00  30...Qd3 31.Re1 Qc4 32.Qf1 Qd4 33.Qe2  0.28 ½–½
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